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Go back!
“Go back to where you came from” had another airing this past 
month (July). No, not the Logie Award-winning Australian television 
series broadcast on SBS. Remember the series? Six Australians 
explore the lives and historical struggles of refugees by tracing, in 
reverse, the journey that refugees take to reach Australia. On its 
premiere night, Go Back To Where You Came From became the 
number one trending topic on Twitter worldwide.
The social networking service lit up again when United States 
President Donald Trump used the phrase in a tweet about a group 
of Democratic congresswomen. Criticism, rightly, followed.
“Go back to where you came from” worked as a documentary title 
and as a microblogging tirade because it is, at best, controversial. 
But I use the phrase here to describe what you have decided to do 
this weekend. Note the words “you have decided.” Going back to 
Avondale is your call. And for some, it’s a big call.
Going back can be intimidating. “Who will I know?” “Will I feel 
welcome?” “How will I fit in?” You’ll probably hear stories of 
courage, endurance and adaptation. Celebrate the success. But 
you’ll also hear stories of disillusionment, dislocation and of the 
need for tolerance, compassion and trust. Listen and learn. I hope 
you’ll leave Homecoming with a strong sense of reconnection.
Seventh-day Adventist pioneer Ellen White reminds us of our 
call to connect in a book giving biblical principles of Christian 
education. Her message (simplified and paraphrased): God’s given 
you the power to think and do, so explore and engage. I’ll ask 
you on Saturday to join a journey through giving with Avondale by 
donating to Think&Do.
You’ll be helping us complete refurbishment of a contemporary 
hub for new and prospective students. Now home to admissions, 
the academic office and student finance, with reception and the 
business office sharing the space, too, the Student Administration 
Services Building is a one-stop-shop for our most important clients. 
Thank you, in advance, for your role in making this building look its 
best, presenting a clean and modern welcome feel. 
Students will find their experience more pleasant 
and productive.
We hope they’ll make the same decision you 
have at their Homecoming, to go back.
> Brenton Stacey, Public Relations Officer,
Avondale College of Higher Education
Registration
4-7 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Dinner
5.15-6.15 pm, Cafeteria (Lake Macquarie campus)
$20 or prepaid.
Opening Reception
7 pm, Ella Hughes Chapel
Features: Devotional by Prof Ray Roennfeldt, President, 
Avondale College of Higher Education; live music from 
alumni Ali and Leighton Heise; and light refreshments. 
Host: Avondale Alumni.
Registration
9-11 am, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Sabbath School
CHAPEL CLASS
9.30 am, Dean’s Room, Andre Hall
Adult Bible Study Guide study and mission focus. 
15 seats.
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
9.30 am, Children’s Courtyard, 
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Beginners (0-3 years), Kindergarten (3 years-Kindergarten), 
Primary (Years 1-3) and Junior (Years 4-6).
COLLECTIVE YOUTH
9.30 am, Cafe Rejuve
PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
9.30 am, Children’s Courtyard, 
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
TEENS
9.30 am, Ella Hughes Chapel
W109
9.30 am, W109, Ellen G White Memorial Building
In-depth Bible study. 20 seats.
 
E14
9.40 am, Education Hall, Education Building
Lively discussion of the Adult Bible Study Guide in which 
ideas can be aired and questions asked freely. Host: Dr 
Howard Fisher, Former Dean, Faculty of Arts, Avondale 
College of Higher Education. Bible study: Dr Norman 
Young, Conjoint Associate Professor, Avondale College of 
Higher Education. 100 seats.
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11 am, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Features: Sermon (“À Table”) by Professor Daniel 
Reynaud, Professor of History, School of Humanities and 
Creative Arts, Avondale College of Higher Education; 
Avondale Singers and Avondale Symphony Orchestra. 
Includes: Presentation of the Alumna, Alumnus and 
Young Alumnus of the Year awards and citations for all 
Homecoming honour years. Hosts: Avondale Alumni; 
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church; and 
Avondale Conservatorium.
Lunch
12.30-2.30 pm, Cafeteria (Lake Macquarie campus)
$25 or prepaid.
Class of 1969 Honour Year Reunion
12.30 pm, Ella Hughes Chapel
Open to all 1960s alumni. Includes: Lunch. $25 or prepaid. 
Host: Helen Schulz (1969).
Class of 1949 Honour Year Reunion
2.30 pm, 43/22 Alton Rd, Cooranbong
Open to all 1940s alumni. Includes: Afternoon tea. 
Host: Moira Irvine (1949).
Class of 1959 Honour Year Reunion
2.30 pm, Main Room, Kressville Activities Centre, 
Avondale Lifestyle Community 
(Cnr Freemans Dr and Central Rd, Cooranbong)
Open to all 1950s alumni. Includes: Afternoon tea. 
Host: Pr Harold Harker (1959).
Class of 1979 Honour Year Reunion
2.30 pm, College Hall
Open to all 1970s alumni. Includes: Afternoon tea. 
Host: Professor Daniel Reynaud (1979).
Class of 1989 Honour Year Reunion
2.30 pm, Cafe Rejuve then Rotunda, Avondale Libraries
Open to all 1980s alumni. Includes: Afternoon tea. 
Host: Sonja Lawson (1989).
Class of 1999 Honour Year Reunion
2.30 pm, Cafe Rejuve
Open to all 1990s alumni. Includes: Afternoon tea. 
Host: Jane Hill (1999).
Class of 2009 Honour Year Reunion
2.30 pm, Cafe Rejuve
Open to all 2000s alumni. Includes: Afternoon tea.
Dinner








Concert: Hymns and Songs of Praise
7 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Celebrate the Christian tradition of hymn and song 
singing. Performing: The 50-piece Institute of Worship 
Orchestra. Featuring: Vocal ensemble Ardentsound; 
soloists Aiden Carey (St Andrew’s Cathedral School), 
David Fuentes and Marian Moroney; piano duetists 
Dr Lyell Heise (1969) and Valmai Hill (Institute of 
Worship); and a choose-your-favourite-hymn segment. 
Also featuring: Guest conductors Aleta King (Director, 
Avondale Conservatorium); Ray Lecciones (Conductor, 
Perth Adventist Orchestra) and Benjamin Milis (Music 
teacher, St Andrew’s Cathedral School). Presented by 
the Institute of Worship at Avondale College of Higher 
Education. $25 (Single), $30 (Double), $50 (Family—Two 
adults and any number of children aged 17 years and 
under) or prepaid.
Prof Daniel Reynaud
Daniel Reynaud is Professor of 
History in the School of Humanities 
and Creative Arts at Avondale 
College of Higher Education. His 
research interests lie in challenging 
aspects of Anzac mythology, 
especially in cinema and on 
religion, where the notion of the Anzacs’ secularity has 
reached dogmatic proportions. He is author of Anzac 
Spirituality, The Man the Anzacs Revered: William 
“Fighting Mac” McKenzie and Celluloid Anzacs. And he 
has written, and appeared in, documentaries about the 
Anzacs and religion. Daniel worked with the National 
Film and Sound Archive in the recovery and partial 
reconstruction of several silent films, including The Hero of 
the Dardanelles (1915), Australia’s first Gallipoli movie. He 















Wanted at the 2020 ReConnect  
Homecoming 2020 will include a special ReConnect. Did 
you study for the Bachelor of Arts (Theology) degree or the 
Bible Instructor course or take biblical subjects at Avondale 
in the 1960s and on into the 1970s? Have you been or are 
you a partner of such a person? ReConnect is for you. 
Plan now to attend the informal and fun 2020 ReConnect.
Mark the date, Sunday, August 23, 2020.
Register your interest today by:  
• Providing your contact information at the registration 
desk so we can keep you informed as we progress plans 
for a 2020 ReConnect.
• Helping spread the word to friends and former 
classmates. We want to contact and personally invite 






















Prelude  Stephen Aveling-Rowe, organ
Choral Prelude “The Power of the Cross” Avondale Singers
 (Keith Getty and Avondale Symphony Orchestra
 Stuart Townend arr. Mark Hayes) Aleta King, conductor
Welcome  Pr Nimrod Maua
 Lead Visionary, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Congregational Songs “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah” Avondale Singers
 (William Williams and Avondale Symphony Orchestra
 John Hughes arr. Marty Parks) Ben Milis, song leader
 
 “Shout to the Lord” (Darlene Zschech arr. Lloyd Larson)
Roll Call and Citations Elaine Fletcher (1949), Beverley Currie (1959),
 Michael Robertson on behalf of Dr Douglas and Angela Robertson (1969),
 Ronald Day (1979), Sherry Knopper-Kelemen on behalf of Pr Peter Knopper (1979),
 Dr Carolyn Rickett (1989) and Anne Thorneycroft (1999), recipients
 Moira Irvine (1949), Pr Harold Harker (1959), Helen Schulz (1969),
 Prof Daniel Reynaud (1979), Sonya Lawson (1989) and Jane Hill (1999), presenters
  Brenton Stacey, reader
Special Music “The Ground” Avondale Singers
 (Ola Gjeilo) Avondale Symphony Orchestra
Awards Tahlia Freeman, Ruth Webster (1969) and Dr Lyell Heise (1969), recipients
  Prof Ray Roennfeldt, presenter
  Brenton Stacey, reader
Offering Think&Do Brenton Stacey and Prof Ray Roennfeldt
Offertory  Dr Lyell Heise (1969) and Valmai Hill, piano
Congregational Song “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” Avondale Singers
 (Helen H Lemmel) Avondale Symphony Orchestra
  Dr Sohyun Eastham, violin
  Ben Milis, song leader
Prayer  Vhonda Copertino
Sermon “À Table” Prof Daniel Reynaud (1979)
 Professor of History, School of Humanities and Creative Arts
 Avondale College of Higher Education
Congregational Song “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” Avondale Singers
 (John Newton Avondale Symphony Orchestra
 arr. Chris Tomlin Dr Lyell Hesie (1969), conductor
 and Tom Fettke) Ben Milis, song leader
Benediction  Prof Daniel Reynaud (1979)







To find out more about our face-to-face 
and distance education courses or to 
apply online, visit avondale.edu.au 
phone +61 2 4980 2377 or 
email study@avondale.edu.au
Avondale College Ltd trading as Avondale College of Higher Education




Have you considered furthering your studies?  
Start a postgraduate degree at Avondale in 2020.
|  Enrich your qualifications
|  Change your career
|  Make a difference
|  Study on campus or via distance education
POSTGRADUATE COURSES
COURSE WORK
|  Graduate Certificate in Educational Studies
|  Graduate Certificate in Leadership and Management
|  Graduate Certificate in Lifestyle Medicine
|  Graduate Diploma in Counselling
|  Graduate Diploma in Lifestyle Medicine
|  Graduate Diploma of Leadership and Management
|  Graduate Diploma of Ministry and Theology
|  Master of Arts
|  Master of Education
|  Master of Leadership and Management
|  Master of Nursing
|  Master of Teaching (Primary)*
|  Master of Teaching (Secondary)*
RESEARCH
|  Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
|  Master of Philosophy
Make the change you need in a space you already 
know and love. 
*CSP available - A Commonwealth Supported Place (CSP)  
is a place at a university or higher education provider where  
the government pays part of your fees. This part is a subsidy,  
not a loan, and you don’t have to pay it back.
Awards Homecoming
From an early age, Lyell Heise experienced the 
capacity to make and respond to music and 
witnessed in his family a strong commitment 
to Christianity. Combining the arts with an 
expression of faith has since defined a career 
in evangelism, chaplaincy, pastoral leadership, 
institutional leadership and ministerial and 
theological education. The highlights: pastoring 
churches on the campuses of tertiary education 
institutions and establishing and directing an 
Institute of Worship for the past 15 years.
As a Women in Ministry trustee, Heise has also 
raised $750,000 for women in Seventh-day 
Adventist pastoral ministry across the South 
Pacific. Placements, professional development 
and leadership pathways have followed. 
Inclusivity is an important value to Heise. “If the 
best ideas create division, I don’t think they’re 
the best ideas.” Others are a commitment to 
excellence “without becoming too draconian 
as a leader” and to mentoring. “If I don’t have 
an apprentice nearby in any ministry action 
or project, I’m only feeding my ego and not 
advancing the cause of the kingdom.”
His advice to those beginning their journey in 
ministry: “Remember that church community 
and witness is a multigenerational and 
multicultural commitment and challenge. 
Nurture those coming before and after you.”
Avondale has been Heise’s home for about 30 
years. He describes it as a “potent ministry and 
leadership development centre” for the church 
in the South Pacific.
Avondale Alumni honours Dr Lyell Heise for 
mentoring musicians and women in ministry 
and for using the arts to inform and adorn his 
ministry.—Brenton Stacey
Lyell Heise
Ruth Webster describes her Seventh-day 
Adventist education as a major contributor 
to a worldview “where respect, justice and 
a service mentality prevail.” The “realist not 
idealist” completed her secondary studies at 
church high schools in Hawthorn and Lilydale 
and then three degrees in as many decades at 
Avondale—the last while juggling the demands 
of home and work. Her employer at the time, 
Avondale School, would over more than 25 
years provide opportunities in administration 
and teaching. Webster retired as Assistant 
Head of Primary.
Her message to new teachers is to show a 
genuine interest in each child “but remember 
you’re their teacher, not their buddy” and 
“expect to work harder in your first year than 
you ever thought possible.”
After a career in schools, Webster continues 
to serve in key children’s roles, notably at 
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. “Seeing the world through the eyes 
of children is refreshing,” she says, adding: “It’s 
important for them to experience love and care 
from those outside their immediate family.”
Ruth and husband David raised three children, 
two of who were born in Papua New Guinea 
where the couple served at Kambubu High 
School. David became a physicist and joined 
the science faculty at Avondale. After he 
sustained a head injury, Ruth assumed greater 
family responsibilities. “In God’s strength you 
discover an inner strength you didn’t know you 
had,” she says.
Avondale Alumni honours Ruth Webster 
for her lifetime of ministry to children and 
church.—Brenton Stacey
Ruth Webster
A mission trip to Atoifi Adventist Hospital 
would prove to be a valuable experience for 
Tahlia Freeman. The 2013 alumna remembers 
sharing in the lives of those who worked at 
the Malaita, Solomon Islands-based hospital, 
learning about different cultures and practices 
and partnering in praising Jesus. “Avondale 
taught the importance of not only physical care 
but also social, emotional and spiritual care. 
This is something for which I always aim and 
that has greatly assisted in caring for critically 
sick patients and their families.”
Tahlia received direct entry into the intensive 
care unit of the Royal North Shore Hospital 
as a graduate nurse. She is now a clinical 
nurse specialist after completing a graduate 
certificate at the University of Technology 
Sydney. But the training continues, albeit in 
a new field—Tahlia is a diploma student at 
theological training seminary Moore College. 
“I see theological education as a lifelong 
discipline as my husband [who is training to be 
a pastor] and I enter a life of ministry.”
The Freemans are active in their local church, 
leading programs for and serving as mentors 
to young adults. They also lead a large team as 
directors of a camp in the July school holidays 
each year that teaches 250 young adults “the 
truth of the gospel and encourages them to 
live it out in their lives.”
A keen sportswoman, Tahlia will soon have 
another passion demanding an investment 
of time and talent. She is about to become a 
mother.
Avondale Alumni honours Tahlia Freeman for 
demonstrating wholistic care in her professional 






of the Yearof the Year
Elaine Fletcher thanks her parents for giving 
her the opportunity they never had—to study 
at the Australasian Missionary College. She 
describes the experience as “a maturing and 
the opening of a door to a wider world. The 
lecturers of the day did give us a greater vision 
of world needs.” The friendships she made 
included a husband of 57 years, evangelist Pr 
Austin Fletcher.
The Lady Bible Workers Course proved a good 
preparation for life as a minister’s wife. The 
Fletchers served the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa 
and at Avondale. Elaine knew marrying “not a 
minister but a man who is a minister” would 
mean a “busy, often lonely” life. “Our aim in 
ministry was to do a faithful work whether in 
city or country, large or small.”
Amid the unsettledness and the raising of four 
children, Fletcher would parlay her love of 
reading into the publication by the Review and 
Herald of two books. Elisha the Miracle Prophet 
preceded Farel the Firebrand, a biography of 
French–Swiss Reformation evangelist William 
Farel. She also wrote a chapter on public 
evangelism for a book about the history of the 
church in the South Pacific. Bookcases have 
now replaced Fletcher’s looms and yarns—
hand weaving is a former hobby.
Sharing with Austin a love of the Scriptures no 
doubt helped Elaine become the New South 
Wales champion in a Bible Society quiz. “I have 
the plaque. The runner-up was happy to use 
the two travel tickets.”
The class of 1949 honours Elaine Fletcher 




Beverley Currie had from a young age a 
“burning desire” to be a teacher. At 17, she 
became a junior teacher, completing Avondale 
units by correspondence while working at 
Moonah Adventist School in Tasmania. She 
would become principal of five schools over 
a career that included public and private 
experience in rural, urban and mission field 
settings. Retirement came after a 13-year 
stint at Wahroonga Adventist Primary School, 
where she continues to offer casual relief.
Born in Lismore, Currie travelled by boat to 
Tasmania with her family in October 1940, 
traversing waters in which were Japanese 
mines. They settled in the Huon Valley, her 
father serving in the army before reverting 
to farming. “I remember the food ration 
books and the neighbourly exchange of 
these rare excess coupons,” she says. Currie 
also remembers “having to pull our weight 
with the work.” Perhaps this left a lasting 
impression because “I have always been a 
believer in finishing a task. . . . If you believe 
you can achieve a goal, even if it at first seems 
impossible, stick with it.”
Meeting at Avondale and marrying ministerial 
husband Alex would eventually lead to the 
raising of four sons—three are serving in CEO 
capacities and one runs his own business. 
Over a lifetime in the classroom and in the 
church, Currie has seen the power of God 
change people’s lives. Seeing the satisfaction 
that comes from an understanding that Jesus 
personally cares is an “awesome feeling.”
The class of 1959 honours Beverley Currie 
for her commitment to the ministry of 
teaching.—Brenton Stacey
Beverley Currie
After a career in churches, classrooms and 
finance and administration offices across three 
countries, Douglas and Angela Robertson are 
clear about one thing: all people, regardless 
of background, are loved by God. “The future 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the 
South Pacific rests firmly in its ability to intra-
culturally translate the gospel into meaningful, 
practical, life-changing ways,” says Doug.
He put this ideal into practice over 14 years 
in Papua New Guinea, during which time 
exponential church growth placed enormous 
stress on resources. Doug helped organise 
training centres to equip lay leaders in the 
basics of pastoral leadership, “which helped 
hold their congregations together.” He also 
wrote a book in pidgin English still in use 
today. A Queen’s Independence Service Medal 
recognised his service to country. Doug retired 
after 14 years as a senior lecturer at Newbold 
and Avondale Colleges.
Angela used her teaching skills and 
financial experience to mentor bursars into 
leadership roles. A former bursar at Avondale 
School, senior accountant at Newbold and 
chief financial officer for the Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency Australia, 
she retired after 12 years as business manager 
for Adventist schools in northern New South 
Wales. Along the way came recognition as 
Fellow of both the Institutes of Public and 
Financial Accountants. “There is a positive 
role for professional women to play in the 
church and I hope this will be more widely 
recognised,” she says.
The class of 1969 honours Pr Douglas and 
Angela Robertson for a lifetime of leadership 
development.—Brenton Stacey
Ang & Doug Robertson
196919591949
A call from a high school mentor started Ronald 
Day thinking about Avondale. Encouragement 
from Hawthorn Adventist High School friends 
who were already attending and the availability 
of government-funded support confirmed his 
decision to enrol. “I liked the idea of teaching 
rather than practicing accounting.” He also 
liked the semi-independence to “determine 
my life direction.”
 
That became clearer after graduation, with 
Ron beginning his teaching career at Carmel 
College in Western Australia before a return—
this time as lecturer—to the Business Studies 
Department at Avondale. A 13-year tenure 
in the business school at The University of 
Newcastle followed. Ron would move into 
postgraduate accounting roles as a lecturer 
at Macquarie University and, since 2007, as 
a senior lecturer at The University of Sydney. 
He managed the accreditation of programs 
with the peak professional accounting bodies 
(CPA Australia, CA ANZ and ACCA) at both 
institutions.
Ron is a recipient of a Vice-Chancellor’s 
Excellence in Education award from Macquarie, 
a Fellow of CPA Australia and a recipient of 
its New South Wales President’s Award for 
Excellence.
Happiness, hard work, honesty and collegiality 
are important to Ron, who also values taking an 
interest in the success of his students. Travel is 
a hobby, as is cycling and walking. One of life’s 
most memorable experiences? Completing his 
first ultramarathon along the Six Foot Track 
from Katoomba to Jenolan Caves.
 
The class of 1979 honours Ronald Day for his 
professional excellence.—Rachel Humphries
RONald DAY
Peter Knopper heard God’s voice call him 
to ministry and wanted to be a Seventh-
day Adventist missionary like his father, Jan. 
So, he came to Avondale as a mature age 
student from Newbold College in England. He 
had completed his O Levels at Stanborough 
School after attending primary, home and 
boarding schools in the Congo, Tanzania and 
Kenya. Hobbies included auto mechanics and 
horology. But Peter’s passion: flying. He would 
graduate with a Bachelor of Arts (Theology) 
and earn his private pilot licence.
A move to Western Australia followed 
graduation before the call came: Homu in 
the Eastern Highlands of Papua New Guinea, 
where Peter directed the training school, 
managed the mission station and become an 
ordained minister. He learned pidgin English 
well enough to preach in the language and 
began to learn the local dialect, too. With wife 
Sherry and three children, Peter would serve 
three years.
Then, at about 9 pm on March 16, 1988, it all 
came to a brutal and abrupt end. Peter went 
outside his home to turn off the school’s power 
generator and was shot in the head. He died in 
the back of his four-wheel drive as Sherry drove 
to the hospital. “Many people gave their hearts 
to Christ after Peter’s death,” says Sherry. “He 
will say the price was worth the reward. But it 
was hard for me to understand why a man who 
had such passion for the mission field and the 
people he worked with and for should die. My 
brother wrote me a song and it says, ‘When we 
see Jesus face to face, then I’ll understand.’”
The class of 1979 honours and remembers 
Peter Knopper for his selfless missionary 
spirit.—Brenton Stacey
Peter Knopper
A renewal of gratitude is one of Dr Carolyn 
Rickett’s daily goals. She returns to a reflection 
from poet Marg Piercy: “Bless whatever you 
can/ with eyes and hands and tongue. If you/ 
can’t bless it, get ready to make it new” (“The 
Art of Blessing the Day”).
Now Associate Dean (Research) at Avondale, 
Rickett is a recipient of an Australian Learning 
and Teaching Council citation for empowering 
students to create and make new. Her part 
in what is a celebratory process sees students 
begin with blank pages and become published 
writers—a series of anthologies co-edited by 
Rickett feature the students’ poems alongside 
those by leading Australian poets. “To open 
thinking to transformational possibilities 
provides one of the great joys for an educator.”
Coordinating the New Leaves writing project 
where people experiencing life-threatening 
illnesses find expression and connection 
through writing poetry led to a volunteer 
healthcare chaplaincy role for Rickett at 
Sydney Adventist Hospital. Her doctoral work 
with The University of Sydney found writing 
autobiographically about illness challenges 
culturally reductive readings of the sick as 
medicalised, marginalised or stigmatised. 
“Stories provide refuge and strength and 
affirm our lives are ‘innately meaningful.’”
Rickett names her parents—the “cheer 
squad” who would play hours of tennis with 
their daughter—as representing “the best of 
humanity to me, what it means to live and love 
from an ethic of care for each other.”
The class of 1989 honours Dr Carolyn Rickett 






Triple graduate Anne Thorneycroft’s life path 
has focused on fostering resilience in students. 
Although Anne didn’t complete high school, 
questioning her capacity to learn, she held 
onto God, going onto complete her diploma 
of teaching and bachelor and master’s degrees, 
both in education, from Avondale between 
1991 and 2012.
 
Early in her studies at a time where she needed 
healing, Avondale offered professional care 
and personal repair as she studied and raised a 
daughter on her own.
Anne was the sole charge primary teacher at 
the International School at the then Pacific 
Adventist College in Papua New Guinea and 
Oxford Christian Primary School in Geelong. 
She invested many years bringing out the 
best in her students at Warburton Christian 
School before it closed, and Edinburgh College 
as teacher, deputy principal, curriculum 
coordinator and learning support officer.
During professional and personal challenges, 
Anne has supported students and teachers 
academically and emotionally. Colleagues 
describe Anne as dependable, supportive and 
genuine in her care for other people.
Anne has two “amazing children and a 
fantastic husband” plus a small home zoo of 
cats, birds, a lizard, fish and dogs. Among her 
hobbies of painting and drawing, she has also 
written and published a children’s book. She 
loves learning and continues to gain new skills 
to use in the school environment.
 
The class of 1999 honours Anne Thorneycroft 
for her faithful dedication to God, students, her 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































LAKE MACQUARIE CAMPUS MAP
A Chan Shun Auditorium .......D12
ABS Avondale Business School ... P14
ADM  Administration  ......................K9
AEC Admission Enquiry Centre ...K11
AH  Andre Hall ............................... J8
AHC Adventist Heritage Centre ...K13
AHW Alumni Heritage Walk .......... I10
AMP Alumni Memorial 
 Prayer Garden ..................... G10
AO Academic Office ..................K10
B Biology .................................R10
BA Brandstater Amphitheatre ....F12
BH Bethel Hall .............................H9
BK Bookshop  ............................. E7
C  College Hall .........................H12
CAF  Cafeteria ................................ E8
CC  Avondale College Seventh-day 
 Adventist Church..................M8
CH Chemistry Building ................ R9
CR Café Rejuve .........................N10
DE  Distance Education ................Q4
E Education Building ............. Q11
EB Ella Boyd Hall .........................G6
EH Education Hall .................... Q10
FL FitLife .....................................D6
FLP FitLife Pool .............................C7
GH Greer Hall............................ G13
HFC Jim Hanson Fitness Centre ..C10
IH Institute House ......................N5
IOW Institute of Worship ...............N5
JFG Joanne Felk Gallery ..............D12
L Avondale Libraries ...............K13
LC Ladies Chapel ........................K6
LT Lecture Theatres 1 & 2 .........L13
M Physics & Mathematics .......... S7
ME Media House ........................M5
MH Music Hall ........................... G10
NU Nursing .................................. T6
R Reception...............................K9
SF Student Finance ...................K10
SS Student Services ..................H12
TC Tennis Courts .......................B17
T Turner Building .....................L11
W Ellen G White  
 Memorial Building ...............K12
WH Watson Hall .........................H15
WLT Watson Hall 
 Lecture Theatre  .................. G15
WR Ellen G White Seventh-day 

























































Power to think and do: it’s a gift from the Creator. Seventh-day Adventist Church 
pioneer Ellen White makes the statement to encourage us to explore and to engage 
(Education, p. 17). Giving to Avondale College of Higher Education through its 
Think&Do campaign demonstrates your support for her philosophy.
Journey with us as we accept the challenge of developing quality infrastructure. 
Your donation will help us complete refurbishment of a contemporary hub for new 
and prospective students. Donations above $2 are tax deductible in Australia.




New and prospective students will benefit 
from the refurbishment and renaming of the 
former Administration Building. Now home to 
admissions, the academic office and student 
finance, with reception and business office 
sharing the space, too, the Student Administration 
Services Building is a one-stop-shop for our most 
important clients. Your donation will help make 
this building look its best, presenting a clean and 
modern welcome feel.
&DOThink
A JOURNEY THROUGH GIVING WITH AVONDALE
